
 
 

What Made Jesus Mad - Week 1 

June 1-2, 2019 | Pastor Tim Harlow 

This week, Pastor Tim begins our series about on rediscovering Jesus' love through what made 

him mad.  

 

CELEBRATE 

 

At the beginning of your small group time, it’s good to share about your week and share with 

each other how you’re doing. So, spend some time, right now, connecting before jumping into 

the discussion questions. You can use the Connect section as a guide. If you’re doing this Study 

Guide on your own, take a moment to focus your mind on God and what He might want you to 

hear today. 

 

CONNECT 

1. Talk about 1-2 things that tend to make you mad. In the past, how have you handled 
your anger towards those things?   

  

2. Talk about the image that comes to mind when you think of Jesus. Be as descriptive as 

you can when describing your image of Jesus.  

Before watching the sermon, or moving on in this study, take a minute to remember that God is 

always with you. Pray as a group for God to bless your conversation and open your eyes and 
hearts to what He wants you to hear. 

 

REFLECT  

 

Before moving forward in your study, take a moment and review the key points from this 
weekend's message.  

 

 

https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=6d7170cebb&e=aba925f04e
https://parkviewchurch.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a12af1e045f3b032be8bfb8bf&id=7316939a97&e=aba925f04e


1. When the Son of God gets mad, we should pay attention.  
  

2. Four religious attitudes that made Jesus mad were legalism, judgmentalism, indifference, 

and hypocrisy.  
  

3. Jesus was adamantly against any bad religious attitudes get in the way of God's love. 

  
4. Jesus came to destroy the boundary between God and us, to give us an all-access pass 

to God's love. 

  

5. God's church has always been uncomfortable with Jesus.  

 

SCRIPTURES USED IN THE MESSAGE: Psalm 69:9, Matthew 5:44, 11:28-29, 23:13, 33; Mark 11:11, 15-

18; John 3:16-17, 21:7 

 

RESPOND 

1. Talk about a thought, phrase, or moment from this weekend's message that stuck with 
you. Give a brief reason for why these things stuck with you.  

  

2. Read Ephesians 2:11-18. Read slowly and out loud, if possible. Make a note of any words 
or phrases that stand out to you. The letter to the Ephesians is referred to as one of the 

Prison Epistles (included with Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon). It is likely that the 

letter was written by Paul during his first imprisonment in Rome, around AD 60-62. The 
letter was likely written to a group of house churches in Ephesus, and few if any of the 

people would have known Paul in person.  

  
3. Paul begins by talking about "circumcision" (which I don't think we have to explain here!) 

and how it showed a difference between Jews & Gentiles. Talk about something that 

you have seen "religious people" use to distinguish those who are IN with God and those 
who are OUT. How do you think Jesus would feel about that distinction?  

  

4. Paul says that those who were far have now been brought near by Jesus (2:13). Talk 
about a time when you felt far off from God; what was it that brought you back? How 

does this verse help you understand Jesus' frustration with religious people who stood in 

the way of people coming to God?   
  

5. In 2:14-15, Paul uses two images that are important. The first is a "wall" which could refer 

to the actual wall in the Temple that divided Gentiles from the inner, holier places. The 
second is the image of God "creating" a single "new humanity" out of two. Talk about 

what God is bringing to your mind through those two images. What could a "new 

humanity" in Jesus look like if everyone knew they had this access to God?  
  

6. To summarize 2:17-18, you could say "There is no US versus THEM. There is only US." Talk 

about how that mentality would solve some of the challenges we see in the church 
today. What would have to change about your own attitude and approach for the line 

between US and THEM to dissolve?  

 

  



7. Pastor Tim concluded his message by saying that Jesus came to tear down the 
boundaries and give everyone an all-access pass to God. You may have already taken 

that invitation, and yet God continues to invite you (and those around you) to move 

closer and closer to Him. Talk about two areas of your life where you still feel there are 
boundaries between you and God. How is Jesus tearing those boundaries down or 

inviting you to take another step towards Him?  

Closing Prayer: 

 

God, the fact that you did so much to bring us back to you is amazing. Thank you for not giving 
up on us. Thank you for coming TO us to rescue us, even when we were at our worst. Help us 

never become so "religious" that we forget the point of your Kingdom: that lost people find their 

way home, toward life and hope. May we never forget the power of your invitation in our own 
life either. Thank you again for your love and grace to us.  
  

Amen.  
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